
Study Island- ELA 

Crazy Pipes 
by T. Herlinger 

 

     Something about the bassoon just said "play me" from the first time I heard it. I'd been playing the clarinet in the school band 

and was bored silly. I didn't want to just be one of the pack; I wanted to stand out—but not too much. 

     Then I discovered the bassoon. Its bass notes were so low that they rumbled like an engine in my chest. Just holding the big 

woodwind across my lap felt amazing. The bassoon was longer than my clarinet and had an extra reed that helped give it a deep 

sound. With just a few lessons, I could play some simple songs, but getting the right sound was tricky. When I did get the sound 

I wanted, it made me unspeakably happy. 

     No one in band gave me a hard time, but being a bassoon player everywhere else in school was a different story. The carrying 

case for the bassoon was long and rectangular, and I often felt quite clumsy lugging it around. I would turn around with the 

bassoon case and bam; I would knock some kid in the side. Then I would turn to apologize and clang; I would crash into the 

locker. Getting on the bus was even worse. I almost always banged my bassoon case into the glass ticket box, no matter how 

careful I was. Drivers would often glare at me as I got on the bus, as if warning me to watch my step. 

     "Crazy Pipes," my little sister called my bassoon. "You'll be famous someday, playing your crazy pipes," she told me. "Just 

you wait, Jake." However, the only thing I expected to get famous for was smashing that ticket box on the bus one too many 

times. 

     By the time the spring talent show began, I felt like such an oddball at school. I figured it couldn't get much worse, so I 

signed up to play my bassoon at the show. 

     The night of the show, I sat backstage and watched jugglers and dancers warm up. What am I doing here? I thought. I got up 

to bolt, but then, the lights went down, and the show was on. When my cue came, I carried a chair to center stage, held my 

bassoon across my lap, and began to play a joyful tune from a piece called Peter and the Wolf. When I finished, I took a quick 

bow and ran backstage, relieved to be finished. 

     "Hey, that was cool!" I heard behind me as I was leaving. One of the jugglers was actually talking to me! 

     "Thanks!" I said joyfully. 

     I graduated a few weeks later, and afterward, my band director shook my hand and told me that five students had signed up to 

play the bassoon. All I could think was, Where on earth would he find that many crazy pipes?  

1. Read the following sentence from the passage. 

 

By the time the spring talent show began, I felt like such an oddball at school. 

 

Why does the narrator feel like an oddball?  

 

A. He does not like carrying the big instrument case. 

 

B. He is afraid of being criticized by the band director. 

 

C. He does not think people will enjoy the talent show. 

 

D. He is tired of playing the clarinet in the school band. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to Tell a Funny Joke 
by Tirzah Tyler 

 

Preparation 
     Telling jokes can come in very handy. When a person is nervous, telling a funny joke can lighten the mood. Sometimes, 

having at least one good joke ready to tell is a good idea. You can learn and retell funny jokes that you have heard. Or you can 



make up your own jokes, which is an even better idea. 

 

Step 1: When you are ready to tell your funny joke, make sure you have an audience. You will need at least one person who is 

ready to laugh. Make sure that telling a joke would be appropriate. There is a time and a place for everything. For example, 

telling a joke during class might be a bad idea. Waiting until recess or after school would be better. 

Step 2: Ask your audience's permission. Try something like, "Would you like to hear something funny?" After your audience 

says yes, then you can proceed. If your audience says no, then save your joke for another time. 

Step 3: Timing is very important. Tell your funny joke quickly enough to keep it funny, yet slowly enough for your audience to 

understand what you are saying. 

Step 4: Remember that different people have different ideas about what is funny. Your audience may laugh, or they may not 

think that your joke is funny. In which case, you may receive grave looks. If your audience does not understand your joke, 

explain your joke as politely as you can. No matter what happens, be courteous and respectful. 

Step 5: Be ready to tell another joke in case your audience asks for more. 

 

Conclusion 
     Jokes can be fun, and humor can help people relax. Having a good time is important. After all, laughter really is good 

medicine.  

2. During which step should a person stop if the audience does not want to hear a joke?  

 

A. Step 4 

 

B. Step 3 

 

C. Step 2 

 

D. Step 1 

 
9239 Orangetree Lane 

Caramel Valley, TN 92813 

February 28, 2012 

 

Mr. Alfredo Pierpont 

Main Street Food and Music House 

4215 Main Street 

Caramel Valley, TN 92810 

 

Dear Mr. Pierpont 

 

Have you heard of Rebekah Tuneworthy? She is a rock music artist who recently released a cd. I listen to a lot of music but 

Rebekah Tuneworthy's new album is my favorite. Rebekah Tuneworthy lives in Plaid Hills, Texas, and she usually plays in 

Austin and Dallas. However, I would do anything to hear her play live music at your restaurant. If you would have Rebekah 

Tuneworthy play at your restaurant one evening, I could invite my friends to come eat there and listen to her sing. 

 

Thank you for your kind attention to this letter. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Tina Halemont  

3. What would be a good sentence to add to the body of this business letter?  

 

A. My parents think your restaurant is the best restaurant on Main Street. 

 

B. When I grow up, I want to go to college and open my own restaurant. 

 

C. I usually eat at your restaurant with my friends on Saturday nights. 

 

D. Your restaurant would have more customers if you would serve steaks. 



 
A Friend for Emmy Lou 

 

      "Will you be my friend, Emmy Lou?" 

      asked a girl named Sarah Small. 

      "Okay," said Emmy, smiling broadly 

      and feeling about 10 feet tall. 

        

5      Now Sarah was fickle and changed her mind 

      after playing with Emmy for one week. 

      "Why aren't you my friend anymore?" Emmy asked, 

      with a tear running down her cheek. 

        

      Sarah was too busy to answer because 

10      she was goofing off with a new-found friend. 

      Emmy Lou's heart was breaking, 

      and she knew not how it would mend. 

        

      "Cheer up," said a boy named Jasper 

      when he saw Emmy Lou looking low. 

15      "Sarah Small makes friends but doesn't keep them. 

      Believe me; I should know." 

        

      "When I was the new kid just like you, 

      it was Sarah who befriended me. 

      For a week we played together every day, 

20      but she abandoned me, too, you see." 

        

      Emmy listened to everything Jasper said, 

      but her heart was like shattered glass. 

      As the days went by, she waited in vain 

      for her hurt feelings to pass. 

        

25      At last, she felt better. Her heart had healed, 

      so she spoke to Jasper one day. 

      "Will you be my friend?" she asked him. 

      He grinned and said, "Sure, okay!" 

        

      Every time when she felt lonely, 

30      there was Jasper to make her smile. 

      She needn't look far to find her new friend; 

      He had been there all the while. 

4. Which of the following best describes the theme of the poem?  

 

A. True friends are loyal and steady. 

 

B. Be careful to whom you tell secrets. 

 

C. It is important to have many friends. 

 

D. You cannot be friends with everyone. 

 
 

 

Kitty Claws 
by Audge Podge 

 

      The dogs were tired 

      During the long hard race. 



      One dog's tongue 

      Hung a mile from his face. 

  
 

5      Henry dangled a hot dog 

      In front of the team 

      To get them to slide across 

      The frozen, frigid stream. 

  
 

9      But each dog was uninspired 

      With less energy than a gnat. 

      That's when Henry thought, 

      They'd likely chase a cat! 

  
 

13      Henry hired Kitty Claws, 

      The North Pole's fastest tabby. 

      Kitty led the dogs to victory. 

      First place! Not too shabby! 

5. How does the image in lines 3–4 contribute to the poem?  

 

A. It emphasizes that the dogs are exhausted. 

 

B. It indicates how long the dogs have been waiting. 

 

C. It indicates how far the dogs must travel. 

 

D. It emphasizes that the dogs are very hungry. 

 
Note: The following essay is Mariah's rough draft. It contains errors. 

Thinking Inside the Box 
 

photo courtesy of Laughlin 

 

     (1) In 2001, a new way to grow watermelons made national news. (2) Farmers in the Zentsuji area of Japan developed a 

better way to grow them. (3) The farmers placed small watermelons in glass boxes. (4) A watermelon can be considered a fruit 

or a vegetable. (5) As each watermelon grew, it took the shape of the box. (6) These square melons are easier to stack, store, and 

ship. (7) For example, the square watermelons fit perfectly in Japanese refrigerators. (8) Square watermelons also result in zero 

wasted space in shipping trucks. (9) Sadly, the square melons are much more costly than round melons. (10) Japanese farmers 

have molded watermelons into hearts and pyramids as well. (11) Some watermelons even have a face, complete with a pair of 

eyeglasses, a nose, and a smile. (12) However, these new shapes do not have the same advantages that square watermelons do. 

(13) The new shapes are also more expensive than the square watermelon.  

6. Which sentence should be removed from the passage?  

 

A. sentence 2 

 

B. sentence 11 

 

C. sentence 4 

 

D. sentence 13 

 

7.  



 
 

 

In the semantic map above, there are four specific ideas. Which of the following is most likely the controlling idea?  

 

A. Healthy meals 

 

B. Sack lunches 

 

C. Burger ideas 

 

D. Fish dinners 

 
Katie Snaps a Winner 

By T. Herlinger 

 

     Katie slumped in the lounge chair while her sister Nathalie, star forward on the Jackson High soccer team, packed up her gym 

bag. 

     "If we beat the Rangers today, we'll be in the regional championships," Nathalie said. "I wish you'd come to the game and 

cheer us on, Katie. You could bring your camera; you always take such wonderful pictures." 

     Katie sighed. "You'll do fine, Nat. Just keep playing like you did when you scored those two goals last week." 

     Nathalie grinned. Outside, a car horn beeped. 

     "That would be Grace and the gang," Nathalie said excitedly. "I better hurry. You know how Grace's mom is about being 

prompt!" Then she added, "Just promise me you won't stay inside all day, okay?" 

     "Yes, Mom," Katie said. "Now go beat those Rangers!" 

     As the screen door slammed, Katie curled into a ball on the sofa and moped. She wondered if she would ever amount to 

anything more than "Nathalie's kid sister." 

     Katie busied herself on the computer for a while, organizing some of her photos. Then she padded into the kitchen in search 

of breakfast. Passing the refrigerator door, with all the newspaper clippings about her sister, a photograph caught Katie's eye. 

The photo showed Nathalie kicking a goal, but it was blurry. 

     I could take a better picture than that, Katie thought. Then a light bulb went off in her head. She scribbled a note to her 

parents, slipped on her tennis shoes, grabbed her camera, and took off out the door. 

     The grassy soccer field sat on a bluff above the Jackson High School grounds. When Katie reached it, she could see everyone 

cheering wildly. "The score is tied with just three minutes to go!" Grace shouted over to her. 

     Katie leaped off her bike and sprinted to the far goalposts, camera in hand. Her sister was running down the field with the 

Rangers right behind her. Clicking shot after shot, Katie followed the action through her camera. Nathalie passed to Susie, who 

passed it back, and then Nathalie kicked a perfectly timed shot into the net. Score! The Cougars were in the playoffs! 

     Katie jumped up and down and cheered. Then she glanced down at the screen on her digital camera. She had captured the 

exact moment her sister had kicked the winning goal! 

     "Hey, terrific shot, kid," said a young man whom Katie had not seen walk up. He had a fancy camera, and his badge read 

"KPLZ News." 

     Katie blushed, but she also grinned with pride. 

     "Do you mind if we use the photo on the news tonight?" the young man asked. "We'll pay you for it, of course." 

     Katie's heart swelled. She was no longer just Nathalie's kid sister: She was Katie Harris, photographer.  

8. What is the setting at the end of the passage?  



 

A. the soccer field 

 

B. Katie's home 

 

C. the tennis court 

 

D. KPLZ news station 

 
The New Dress 
by Tirzah Tyler 

 

1      Samantha gripped her father's hand tightly while she walked with him through a mercado one Saturday afternoon. This 

was the first time that she had visited such a place. Inside one large building, many different shops sold items from Mexico, 

including jewelry, blankets, and toys. The walkways between the shops were crowded with displays of candies and more 

toys. 

2      "This place is amazing!" Samantha loudly proclaimed. "It's more colorful than the mall." 

3      Her father nodded and adjusted the cowboy hat on his head. "Yep, I was a little boy when I first came to a mercado. I 

thought you would have fun here, too. Your mother wants me to buy you a new dress for your school's culture festival." 

4      Samantha became worried and began to walk more slowly. "Dad, you've never bought me a dress before." 

5      "That's all right. I'm just going to pay for it." 

6      "Dad, I've never picked out my own dress before." 

7      Samantha's father nodded and looked into her face with his clear blue eyes. "Honey, I know you'll find something 

beautiful here. The way I see it, you have a lifetime of shopping ahead of you. This is a great place for you to cut your 

teeth." The bushy hairs of his mustache covered his top lip while he grinned. "Just keep in mind that these shopkeepers are 

very serious about their trade." 

8      Samantha wondered what her father meant until they found a dress shop. Her father said that the shop was managed just 

like the shops in Mexico. None of the dresses in the shop had price tags. Samantha picked out a blue dress that had red and 

yellow swirling flowers sewn into it. 

9      "How much is this dress?" Samantha's father asked the shopkeeper. 

10      The shopkeeper was a short man who had a very round belly. He was moving like a little squirrel scampering busily 

about the room, but now he stood up very straight. "$20," he replied. 

11      "Will you take $10?" Samantha's father asked. 

12      "No. $20," said the shopkeeper. 

13      "$12," said Samantha's father. 

14      "No. $20." 

15      "$15." 

16      The shopkeeper paused before saying, "OK, deal. $15." 

17      After Samantha's father paid for the new dress, he took off his cowboy hat and let Samantha wear it on their way out the 

door. Then they both walked to a different part of the mercado, where they bought bottles of fruit-flavored soda and sat 

down to rest at a table. 

18      "This is definitely more fun than going to the mall," Samantha said with a giggle. 



9. Read the following sentences from paragraph 7. 

 

"Honey, I know you'll find something beautiful here. The way I see it, you have a lifetime of shopping ahead of you. This is a 

great place for you to cut your teeth." 

 

Based on the context, what does the phrase "cut your teeth" mean?  

 

A. to bite into something and chew carefully 

 

B. to remember something that happened 

 

C. to cover up one's mouth before speaking 

 

D. to experience something for the first time 

 
Doting Dottie 

by Audge Podge  

 

CHARACTERS: 
BRADLEY, star of the school play 

DOTTIE, his mom 

HUGH, his dad 

JACLYN, mother of BRADLEY's classmate 

 

 

STAGE SET: Schooner Elementary School's auditorium  

  
(Bradley and his classmates have just performed in the school play A Charlie Brown Christmas. They are taking 

their final bows.) 

DOTTIE: (claps and yells loudly) That's my boy who played Charlie Brown. He plays Charlie Brown better than Charlie 

Brown himself!  

BRADLEY: (walks to his parents) Mrs. Watkins said that we can turn our costumes in on Monday.  

DOTTIE: That's good, because I want everyone to know that my son was the star of the show. (looks at another parent) Did 

you see how amazing my baby boy was in the play? Seriously, he deserves a role on Broadway. He would've won 

a Tony Award for that performance.  

BRADLEY:  Mom, can we please go? 

HUGH:  Yeah, Dottie, I'm sure the boy is ready to celebrate with a pizza, and so am I.  

DOTTIE: (ignores husband and looks around) Just let me talk to Beatrice's mother for a minute. (walks over to Beatrice's 

mother) Jaclyn, did you see my boy? He's the next big thing, I tell you what.  

JACLYN:  (looks trapped) Yes, he was quite good as Charlie Brown.  

DOTTIE: Good? What do you mean? He was more than good, Jaclyn. His acting was fabulous. 

  (Bradley begins to look uncomfortable and embarrassed.) 

JACLYN:  (notices Bradley's discomfort) Yes, keep it up, Bradley. You were a fabulous Charlie Brown. (looks at Dottie) 

Well, we need to get going. (quickly exits)  

BRADLEY:  Mom, will you please stop this? I'm just a kid in a school play. That's all. I'm glad you think I'm special, but your 

constant bragging is embarrassing.  

HUGH:  Yeah, Dottie, and the other parents find you rather unpleasant to talk to. In fact, they cringe when they see you 

coming. 

DOTTIE:  I'm sorry, but I'm just so proud that I can't help myself sometimes. 

BRADLEY:  I'm glad you're proud of me, Mom, but the truth is that the other kids were just as good or better. Even if you don't 

believe that, I'd appreciate it if you would just tell me how proud you are. Bragging to everyone in sight just makes 

me and the people you talk to uncomfortable or annoyed.  

DOTTIE:  Oh, Son, I'm so sorry!  



BRADLEY:  That's okay, Mom. Let's just go get that pizza.  

HUGH:  Finally! 

DOTTIE:  Great idea, Son! I can't wait to tell people at the pizza parlor how amazing you were. I even have pictures on my 

camera to show them. 

BRADLEY:  MOM! GOOD GRIEF! 

10. What can readers tell about the problem in the story based on Jaclyn's conversation with the other characters?  

 

A. She often brags about Beatrice. 

 

B. She shows pity for Bradley. 

 

C. She dislikes Bradley’s costume. 

 

D. She is jealous of Dottie as a mother. 

 
It's Like Butter! 

 

     Each year since 1911, the Iowa State Fair has displayed a cow made from butter. The cow is an important symbol of the 

state's deep farming roots. Each butter cow is framed out of wood, wire, and metal. Then, 600 pounds of grade AA low-moisture 

butter is added in layers to the frame. The butter can be reused to make cows for up to 10 years. The artist works hard to sculpt 

the butter into a cow. This process is done in a large refrigerator at 40 degrees Fahrenheit. 

     Some butter artists have created companions for their cows. For example, past works have included Davy Crockett, Elvis 

Presley, Harry Potter, the Peanuts Gang, and Superman. One display even included characters from the Dr. Seuss classic Green 

Eggs and Ham. 

     Five butter artists have made cows for the Iowa State Fair, but the most famous one was Norma "Duffy" Lyon. Before 

becoming the "Butter Cow Lady," she earned a degree in animal science from the University of Iowa. She then married a dairy 

farmer. Lyon's heart was in farming, so her promotion of it made sense. Lyon was the first woman butter sculptor in the history 

of the fair. No one has held the job longer than her. Lyon's international fame resulted in newspaper, magazine cover, and talk 

show appearances.  

11. Which detail supports the idea that Norma Lyon was the most famous butter sculptor at the Iowa State Fair?  

 

A. Lyon married a dairy farmer, and she was able to be on a working farm. 

 

B. Lyon loved farming so much that she wanted to promote it statewide. 

 

C. Lyon appeared in newspapers, on magazine covers, and on talk shows. 

 

D. Lyon earned her degree in animal science from the University of Iowa. 

 

12.  



Butter Artists of the Iowa State Fair 
 

 
 

Study the timeline above. It provides the year in which each artist began working at the Iowa State Fair. According to the 

timeline above, which artist served the shortest term?  

 

A. Norma Lyon 

 

B. Sarah Pratt 

 

C. Earl Frank Dutt 

 

D. John K. Daniels 

 
The following is a draft of a student's essay. It contains errors. 

White Squirrels 
 

     (1) Although squirrels are a common animal, squirrels that have white fur are uncommon. (2) White squirrels are different 

from albino squirrels. (3) The cells in an albino squirrel have no pigment, which causes them to have red eyes and white fur. 

(4) Pigment is a colored substance that most animals have in their skin and fur. (5) Most white squirrels are actually Eastern gray 

squirrels that have less pigment than gray-colored squirrels.
1
 (6) White squirrels have brown eyes. (7) White squirrels are not 

albinos. (8) Many white squirrels also have patches of other colors such as gray or brown in their fur. 

     (9) White squirrels can be easy prey. (10) They do not blend in with their surroundings as well as other squirrels do.
2
 (11) For 

example, another animal may not notice a brown squirrel on a brown tree trunk. (12) A white squirrel cannot always hide very 

well on a brown tree trunk the squirrel could be easily seen. (13) As a result, white squirrels are less protected than other types of 

squirrels.
3
 

     (14) People who are interested in seeing white squirrels should consider visiting places that are home to these animals. 

(15) These towns have laws that protect white squirrels. (16) Several towns in the United States are famous for their populations 

of white squirrels: Olney, Illinois; Kenton, Tennessee; Marionville, Missouri; and Brevard, North Carolina. (17) Some of these 

towns have special events to celebrate their squirrels. (18) Olney, which is known as "Home of the White Squirrels," has albino 

squirrels and a yearly squirrel count. (19) Kenton, Marionville, and Brevard are also known as "Home of the White Squirrel." 

(20) The Brevard white squirrels have streaks of gray fur. (21) Brevard's White Squirrel Festival is a two-day music festival that 

occurs once a year.
4
 (22) This festival has several events, including an Annual Squirrel Box Derby. 

 
 

1. Eddie Martinstein, Nutty Squirrels of America (Dallas: Dazeandnites Publishing, 2008) 84. 

2. Minnie Stoughver, My Scientific Diaries (Minneapolis: Dotted Plaid Press, 2010) 102. 

3. Adam Garza, Rare in Nature (New York: TexaYork Press, 2004) 216. 

4. Sylvester Periwinkle, Music and Road Trips (Charlotte: Spicyocean Publishing, 2006) 58.  

13. Which sentence in this passage is in the wrong place?  

 

A. sentence 10 



 

B. sentence 13 

 

C. sentence 22 

 

D. sentence 15 

 

14.  

Although Mason did not feel well he went to school anyway because he wanted to attend band practice. 

 

What change must be made to correct the sentence?  

 

A. Add a comma after well. 

 

B. Change Although to However. 

 

C. Change went to goes. 

 

D. Add a comma after anyway. 

 

15. Which of the following is a run-on sentence?  

 

A. sentence 16 

 

B. sentence 21 

 

C. sentence 14 

 

D. sentence 12 

 
 

How to Tell a Funny Joke 
by Tirzah Tyler 

 

Preparation 
     Telling jokes can come in very handy. When a person is nervous, telling a funny joke can lighten the mood. Sometimes, 

having at least one good joke ready to tell is a good idea. You can learn and retell funny jokes that you have heard. Or you can 

make up your own jokes, which is an even better idea. 

 

Step 1: When you are ready to tell your funny joke, make sure you have an audience. You will need at least one person who is 

ready to laugh. Make sure that telling a joke would be appropriate. There is a time and a place for everything. For example, 

telling a joke during class might be a bad idea. Waiting until recess or after school would be better. 

Step 2: Ask your audience's permission. Try something like, "Would you like to hear something funny?" After your audience 

says yes, then you can proceed. If your audience says no, then save your joke for another time. 

Step 3: Timing is very important. Tell your funny joke quickly enough to keep it funny, yet slowly enough for your audience to 

understand what you are saying. 

Step 4: Remember that different people have different ideas about what is funny. Your audience may laugh, or they may not 

think that your joke is funny. In which case, you may receive grave looks. If your audience does not understand your joke, 

explain your joke as politely as you can. No matter what happens, be courteous and respectful. 

Step 5: Be ready to tell another joke in case your audience asks for more. 

 

Conclusion 
     Jokes can be fun, and humor can help people relax. Having a good time is important. After all, laughter really is good 

medicine.  

16. How does the author support the claim that "telling a joke during class might be a bad idea" ?  

 

A. Teachers do not appreciate jokes as much as students do. 



 

B. A classroom is not the best place to learn humorous things. 

 

C. A student could get in trouble for telling a joke during class. 

 

D. Telling a good joke requires a lot of thought and preparation. 

 
9239 Orangetree Lane 

Caramel Valley, TN 92813 

February 28, 2012 

 

Mr. Alfredo Pierpont 

Main Street Food and Music House 

4215 Main Street 

Caramel Valley, TN 92810 

 

Dear Mr. Pierpont 

 

Have you heard of Rebekah Tuneworthy? She is a rock music artist who recently released a cd. I listen to a lot of music but 

Rebekah Tuneworthy's new album is my favorite. Rebekah Tuneworthy lives in Plaid Hills, Texas, and she usually plays in 

Austin and Dallas. However, I would do anything to hear her play live music at your restaurant. If you would have Rebekah 

Tuneworthy play at your restaurant one evening, I could invite my friends to come eat there and listen to her sing. 

 

Thank you for your kind attention to this letter. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Tina Halemont  

17. Read this sentence from the letter. 

 

I listen to a lot of music but Rebekah Tuneworthy's new album is my favorite. 

 

What should the writer do to correct this sentence?  

 

A. Add a comma after "but." 

 

B. Add a comma after "is." 

 

C. Change "new" to "knew." 

 

D. The sentence is correct. 

 
It's Like Butter! 

 

 

     Each year since 1911, the Iowa State Fair has displayed a cow made from butter. The cow is an important symbol of the 

state's deep farming roots. Each butter cow is framed out of wood, wire, and metal. Then, 600 pounds of grade AA low-moisture 

butter is added in layers to the frame. The butter can be reused to make cows for up to 10 years. The artist works hard to sculpt 

the butter into a cow. This process is done in a large refrigerator at 40 degrees Fahrenheit. 

     Some butter artists have created companions for their cows. For example, past works have included Davy Crockett, Elvis 

Presley, Harry Potter, the Peanuts Gang, and Superman. One display even included characters from the Dr. Seuss classic Green 

Eggs and Ham. 

     Five butter artists have made cows for the Iowa State Fair, but the most famous one was Norma "Duffy" Lyon. Before 

becoming the "Butter Cow Lady," she earned a degree in animal science from the University of Iowa. She then married a dairy 

farmer. Lyon's heart was in farming, so her promotion of it made sense. Lyon was the first woman butter sculptor in the history 

of the fair. No one has held the job longer than her. Lyon's international fame resulted in newspaper, magazine cover, and talk 

show appearances.  



18. Read the following sentence from the passage. 

 

Lyon's international fame resulted in newspaper, magazine cover, and talk show appearances. 

 

What does the prefix inter- in the word international mean?  

 

A. between 

 

B. without 

 

C. away 

 

D. many 

 
The following is a draft of a student's essay. It contains errors. 

White Squirrels 
 

     (1) Although squirrels are a common animal, squirrels that have white fur are uncommon. (2) White squirrels are different 

from albino squirrels. (3) The cells in an albino squirrel have no pigment, which causes them to have red eyes and white fur. 

(4) Pigment is a colored substance that most animals have in their skin and fur. (5) Most white squirrels are actually Eastern gray 

squirrels that have less pigment than gray-colored squirrels.
1
 (6) White squirrels have brown eyes. (7) White squirrels are not 

albinos. (8) Many white squirrels also have patches of other colors such as gray or brown in their fur. 

     (9) White squirrels can be easy prey. (10) They do not blend in with their surroundings as well as other squirrels do.
2
 (11) For 

example, another animal may not notice a brown squirrel on a brown tree trunk. (12) A white squirrel cannot always hide very 

well on a brown tree trunk the squirrel could be easily seen. (13) As a result, white squirrels are less protected than other types of 

squirrels.
3
 

     (14) People who are interested in seeing white squirrels should consider visiting places that are home to these animals. 

(15) These towns have laws that protect white squirrels. (16) Several towns in the United States are famous for their populations 

of white squirrels: Olney, Illinois; Kenton, Tennessee; Marionville, Missouri; and Brevard, North Carolina. (17) Some of these 

towns have special events to celebrate their squirrels. (18) Olney, which is known as "Home of the White Squirrels," has albino 

squirrels and a yearly squirrel count. (19) Kenton, Marionville, and Brevard are also known as "Home of the White Squirrel." 

(20) The Brevard white squirrels have streaks of gray fur. (21) Brevard's White Squirrel Festival is a two-day music festival that 

occurs once a year.
4
 (22) This festival has several events, including an Annual Squirrel Box Derby. 

 
 

1. Eddie Martinstein, Nutty Squirrels of America (Dallas: Dazeandnites Publishing, 2008) 84. 

2. Minnie Stoughver, My Scientific Diaries (Minneapolis: Dotted Plaid Press, 2010) 102. 

3. Adam Garza, Rare in Nature (New York: TexaYork Press, 2004) 216. 

4. Sylvester Periwinkle, Music and Road Trips (Charlotte: Spicyocean Publishing, 2006) 58.  

19. Which of the following is the best paraphrase of sentence 3?  

 

A. Albino squirrels lack the same kind of skin and fur that most other animals have. 

 

B. Albino squirrels lack pigment in their cells, so they have white fur and red eyes. 

 

C. Albino squirrels do not have what most animals have, so their eyes are big and red. 

 

D. Albino squirrels do not have pigment or cells, so they have white fur and scary eyes. 

 
 

 

How to Tell a Funny Joke 
by Tirzah Tyler 

 

Preparation 
     Telling jokes can come in very handy. When a person is nervous, telling a funny joke can lighten the mood. Sometimes, 

having at least one good joke ready to tell is a good idea. You can learn and retell funny jokes that you have heard. Or you can 

make up your own jokes, which is an even better idea. 

 

Step 1: When you are ready to tell your funny joke, make sure you have an audience. You will need at least one person who is 



ready to laugh. Make sure that telling a joke would be appropriate. There is a time and a place for everything. For example, 

telling a joke during class might be a bad idea. Waiting until recess or after school would be better. 

Step 2: Ask your audience's permission. Try something like, "Would you like to hear something funny?" After your audience 

says yes, then you can proceed. If your audience says no, then save your joke for another time. 

Step 3: Timing is very important. Tell your funny joke quickly enough to keep it funny, yet slowly enough for your audience to 

understand what you are saying. 

Step 4: Remember that different people have different ideas about what is funny. Your audience may laugh, or they may not 

think that your joke is funny. In which case, you may receive grave looks. If your audience does not understand your joke, 

explain your joke as politely as you can. No matter what happens, be courteous and respectful. 

Step 5: Be ready to tell another joke in case your audience asks for more. 

 

Conclusion 
     Jokes can be fun, and humor can help people relax. Having a good time is important. After all, laughter really is good 

medicine.  

20. Read the following sentences from the passage. 

 

Your audience may laugh, or they may not think that your joke is funny. In which case, you may receive grave looks. 

 

Based on the context of the passage, what is the meaning of grave?  

 

A. dull 

 

B. solemn 

 

C. tomb 

 

D. dangerous 

 
The following is a draft of a student's essay. It contains errors. 

White Squirrels 
 

     (1) Although squirrels are a common animal, squirrels that have white fur are uncommon. (2) White squirrels are different 

from albino squirrels. (3) The cells in an albino squirrel have no pigment, which causes them to have red eyes and white fur. 

(4) Pigment is a colored substance that most animals have in their skin and fur. (5) Most white squirrels are actually Eastern gray 

squirrels that have less pigment than gray-colored squirrels.
1
 (6) White squirrels have brown eyes. (7) White squirrels are not 

albinos. (8) Many white squirrels also have patches of other colors such as gray or brown in their fur. 

     (9) White squirrels can be easy prey. (10) They do not blend in with their surroundings as well as other squirrels do.
2
 (11) For 

example, another animal may not notice a brown squirrel on a brown tree trunk. (12) A white squirrel cannot always hide very 

well on a brown tree trunk the squirrel could be easily seen. (13) As a result, white squirrels are less protected than other types of 

squirrels.
3
 

     (14) People who are interested in seeing white squirrels should consider visiting places that are home to these animals. 

(15) These towns have laws that protect white squirrels. (16) Several towns in the United States are famous for their populations 

of white squirrels: Olney, Illinois; Kenton, Tennessee; Marionville, Missouri; and Brevard, North Carolina. (17) Some of these 

towns have special events to celebrate their squirrels. (18) Olney, which is known as "Home of the White Squirrels," has albino 

squirrels and a yearly squirrel count. (19) Kenton, Marionville, and Brevard are also known as "Home of the White Squirrel." 

(20) The Brevard white squirrels have streaks of gray fur. (21) Brevard's White Squirrel Festival is a two-day music festival that 

occurs once a year.
4
 (22) This festival has several events, including an Annual Squirrel Box Derby. 

 
 

1. Eddie Martinstein, Nutty Squirrels of America (Dallas: Dazeandnites Publishing, 2008) 84. 

2. Minnie Stoughver, My Scientific Diaries (Minneapolis: Dotted Plaid Press, 2010) 102. 

3. Adam Garza, Rare in Nature (New York: TexaYork Press, 2004) 216. 

4. Sylvester Periwinkle, Music and Road Trips (Charlotte: Spicyocean Publishing, 2006) 58.  

21. This passage is intended for which audience?  

 

A. people who have an interest in wildlife 



 

B. parents who are looking for a trained pet 

 

C. musicians who like to play in festivals 

 

D. children who live in very small towns 

 

22. Which of the following is a primary source?  

 

A. My Scientific Diaries by Minnie Stoughver 

 

B. Rare in Nature by Adam Garza 

 

C. Nutty Squirrels of America by Eddie Martinstein 

 

D. Music and Road Trips by Sylvester Periwinkle 

 
A Job to Make His Father Proud 

by T. Herlinger 

 

     It was 1945, and World War II was finally over. Paul Ringer's life was slowly getting back to normal. His dad, Otto, had 

returned from the war and gone back to running the little diner he owned. Otto made enough selling sandwiches and burgers to 

support his wife and son, but there was rarely any extra money.  

     "I want something better for you," he would say to Paul. "You're a smart boy. You could be a real success!" 

     Paul wondered how he would ever become a "success" on the nickels and dimes he made from his pitiful salary as a paper 

boy. So that summer, he got a job in New York City's Garment District. It meant taking the subway downtown every morning 

and spending the blistering hot days pushing racks of clothes from one building to another. On his breaks, he'd buy a cold soda 

and gaze up in awe at the stately old department stores lining the block. Then he was back to pushing the clothing racks around. 

His job didn't pay that well, but it was a step up from delivering papers. 

     More than anything, Paul wanted his father to be proud of him. Therefore, when his father asked him about his real job, Paul 

made up a story. 

     "I work in the Garment District, Dad," he answered sheepishly. Then he quickly added, "I'm an apprentice to a tailor!" His 

father's eyes lit up like a Times Square billboard, and he slapped Paul on the back. Paul turned away because he was filled with 

guilt and shame. 

     A few weeks later, as Paul was delivering his last rack of garments for the morning, he saw his father walking down the 

sidewalk toward him. For a brief moment, he considered ducking behind the garment rack. However, his father smiled and 

waved, and Paul had no choice but to wave back. 

     "I came downtown to see my boy," Otto said, beaming, "and to take him to lunch." 

     The two crossed the street to a deli and ordered a couple of pastrami sandwiches. Then they sat across from each other in a 

red vinyl booth, and Paul found he could not look his father in the eye. 

     Finally, he spoke. "I'm sorry that I lied, Dad. I didn't want you to know I only pushed garments around. . . ." 

     Otto interrupted. "Paul, I know you are meant for great things," he began. "Don't ever feel ashamed about the work it takes to 

get there. Besides, you'd be surprised how many big success stories started out where you are now, from bank presidents to 

senators." 

     "No kidding?" Paul asked. 

     Otto nodded. 

     They left the deli and headed back across the street. At the door to the garment company, Otto put his hand on Paul's 

shoulder. 

     "My boy, you got this job on your own. Nothing could make me prouder."  

23. Which of the following best describes the point of view in the passage?  

 

A. first person—Paul is the narrator in the story. 

 

B. first person—Otto is the narrator in the story. 

 

C. third-person limited—The reader only knows Paul's thoughts. 

 

D. third-person limited—The reader only knows Otto's thoughts. 

 
Note: The following essay is Ethan's rough draft. It contains errors. 



The Seventh-Inning Stretch 
 

     (1) In the seventh-inning of a baseball game, fans stretch and sing "Take Me Out to the Ball Game." (2) This is called the 

seventh-inning stretch. (3) Like the Internet, nobody knows for sure exactly where the seventh-inning stretch came from. 

     (4) In 1869, Harry Wright, a baseball player for the Cincinnati Red Stockings, noticed that fans "arise between halves of the 

seventh inning, extend their legs and arms, and sometimes walk about. (5) In so doing they enjoy the relief afforded by 

relaxation from a long posture upon hard benches." (6) Although often credited for the stretch, Wright simply made an 

observation. (7) Even so, his written words are the first record of the stretch. 

     (8) However, Brother Jasper, a coach at Manhattan College, is thought to have started the stretch. (9) In 1882, he called a 

time-out and encouraged the students in the stands to get up and stretch during a game. (10) Before long, the practice spread. 

(11) The college played the New York Giants every year. (12) As a result, the Giants adopted the stretch as well. 

     (13) The 27th U.S. president is also said to have started the stretch. (14) William Howard Taft supposedly stood to stretch 

during the 1910 game between the Washington Senators and the Philadelphia Athletics. (15) Other people in the stands did the 

same out of respect. (16) Even though his stretch happened later than the others. (17) Many still give him props for inventing the 

custom. 

     (18) It does not matter who is responsible for the stretch. (19) Baseball fans will most likely enjoy it for as long as the game 

lasts.  

24. Which of the following sentences should Ethan edit to remove the informal language?  

 

A. sentence 19 

 

B. sentence 6 

 

C. sentence 17 

 

D. sentence 4 

 
The Souvenir Sombrero 

 

     "Mom, have you seen my hat?" Derrick asked as he fumbled around his room. 

     Picking up a sombrero, Mom replied, "You mean this one?" 

     "No, Mom, my baseball cap." 

     "Well, you should wear this hat. It will protect you from the Sun better." 

     "Nah, I like my baseball cap more," Derrick answered. 

     "I don't get it," Mom said. "You begged and pleaded for this sombrero when we were on vacation in Santa Fe. I tried to talk 

you out of it because I knew you'd never wear it. You promised that you would. I paid $30, and you haven't worn it once." 

     "But, Mom . . ." 

     "Don't 'But Mom' me, Mister. Here's the deal. You will earn the money to pay me back, or you will wear this sombrero out 

somewhere at least once within the next week. You've got to think about the effects of wasting money. If I have buyer's remorse 

over that hat, you should too. You need to fully consider whether or not you'll use what you ask for. Which choice will it be?" 

     "Raising $30 will take forever," Derrick said and sighed. "Okay, I'll wear the hat, Mom, but I'll look silly compared to 

everyone else. None of the other kids wear sombreros." 

     As the days passed, Derrick wasn't sure where he could wear his hat without looking out of place. School was out of the 

question. Baseball practice was out, too. Derrick didn't even want to consider wearing it to church. 

     At the end of the week, Mom asked Derrick, "You want to grab some Mexican food from Amigos?" 

     Derrick bolted to his room and grabbed his sombrero. 

     When he returned, Mom added, "You'll probably still be the only one in a sombrero." 

     "I know, but Amigos is still the best possible place to wear it," said Derrick. "Thanks, Mom."  

25. Based on the story, which of the following sentences is most likely true?  

 

A. Derrick's mom is careful with money. 

 

B. Derrick is not easily embarrassed. 

 

C. Derrick's mom likes to travel the world. 

 

D. Derrick likes eating Mexican food. 

 



26.  

If I am elected class president, I _______ a major goal. 

 

Which verb phrase correctly completes the sentence?  

 

A. had achieved 

 

B. have achieved 

 

C. will have achieved 

 

D. did achieve 

 
It's Like Butter! 

 

    Each year since 1911, the Iowa State Fair has displayed a cow made from butter. The cow is an important symbol of the state's 

deep farming roots. Each butter cow is framed out of wood, wire, and metal. Then, 600 pounds of grade AA low-moisture butter 

is added in layers to the frame. The butter can be reused to make cows for up to 10 years. The artist works hard to sculpt the 

butter into a cow. This process is done in a large refrigerator at 40 degrees Fahrenheit. 

     Some butter artists have created companions for their cows. For example, past works have included Davy Crockett, Elvis 

Presley, Harry Potter, the Peanuts Gang, and Superman. One display even included characters from the Dr. Seuss classic Green 

Eggs and Ham. 

     Five butter artists have made cows for the Iowa State Fair, but the most famous one was Norma "Duffy" Lyon. Before 

becoming the "Butter Cow Lady," she earned a degree in animal science from the University of Iowa. She then married a dairy 

farmer. Lyon's heart was in farming, so her promotion of it made sense. Lyon was the first woman butter sculptor in the history 

of the fair. No one has held the job longer than her. Lyon's international fame resulted in newspaper, magazine cover, and talk 

show appearances.  

27. Which sentence from the passage supports the idea that the butter cow has become a tradition in Iowa?  

 

A. Each butter cow is framed out of wood, wire, and metal. 

 

B. Each year since 1911, the Iowa State Fair has displayed a cow made from butter. 

 

C. Then, 600 pounds of grade AA low-moisture butter is added in layers to the frame. 

 

D. Some butter artists have created companions for their cows. 

 
The New Dress 
by Tirzah Tyler 

 

1      Samantha gripped her father's hand tightly while she walked with him through a mercado one Saturday afternoon. This 

was the first time that she had visited such a place. Inside one large building, many different shops sold items from Mexico, 

including jewelry, blankets, and toys. The walkways between the shops were crowded with displays of candies and more 

toys. 

2      "This place is amazing!" Samantha loudly proclaimed. "It's more colorful than the mall." 

3      Her father nodded and adjusted the cowboy hat on his head. "Yep, I was a little boy when I first came to a mercado. I 

thought you would have fun here, too. Your mother wants me to buy you a new dress for your school's culture festival." 

4      Samantha became worried and began to walk more slowly. "Dad, you've never bought me a dress before." 

5      "That's all right. I'm just going to pay for it." 

6      "Dad, I've never picked out my own dress before." 

7      Samantha's father nodded and looked into her face with his clear blue eyes. "Honey, I know you'll find something 



beautiful here. The way I see it, you have a lifetime of shopping ahead of you. This is a great place for you to cut your 

teeth." The bushy hairs of his mustache covered his top lip while he grinned. "Just keep in mind that these shopkeepers are 

very serious about their trade." 

8      Samantha wondered what her father meant until they found a dress shop. Her father said that the shop was managed just 

like the shops in Mexico. None of the dresses in the shop had price tags. Samantha picked out a blue dress that had red and 

yellow swirling flowers sewn into it. 

9      "How much is this dress?" Samantha's father asked the shopkeeper. 

10      The shopkeeper was a short man who had a very round belly. He was moving like a little squirrel scampering busily 

about the room, but now he stood up very straight. "$20," he replied. 

11      "Will you take $10?" Samantha's father asked. 

12      "No. $20," said the shopkeeper. 

13      "$12," said Samantha's father. 

14      "No. $20." 

15      "$15." 

16      The shopkeeper paused before saying, "OK, deal. $15." 

17      After Samantha's father paid for the new dress, he took off his cowboy hat and let Samantha wear it on their way out the 

door. Then they both walked to a different part of the mercado, where they bought bottles of fruit-flavored soda and sat 

down to rest at a table. 

18      "This is definitely more fun than going to the mall," Samantha said with a giggle. 

28. Read the following sentence from paragraph 10. 

 

He was moving like a little squirrel scampering busily about the room, but now he stood up very straight. 

 

How does the image in the sentence characterize the shopkeeper?  

 

A. It shows that the shopkeeper is taller than Samantha's father. 

 

B. It shows that the shopkeeper is very nervous with customers. 

 

C. It shows that the shopkeeper would rather sell dresses outdoors. 

 

D. It shows that the shopkeeper works with quick, sudden movements. 

 
It's Like Butter! 

 

    Each year since 1911, the Iowa State Fair has displayed a cow made from butter. The cow is an important symbol of the state's 

deep farming roots. Each butter cow is framed out of wood, wire, and metal. Then, 600 pounds of grade AA low-moisture butter 

is added in layers to the frame. The butter can be reused to make cows for up to 10 years. The artist works hard to sculpt the 

butter into a cow. This process is done in a large refrigerator at 40 degrees Fahrenheit. 

     Some butter artists have created companions for their cows. For example, past works have included Davy Crockett, Elvis 

Presley, Harry Potter, the Peanuts Gang, and Superman. One display even included characters from the Dr. Seuss classic Green 

Eggs and Ham. 

     Five butter artists have made cows for the Iowa State Fair, but the most famous one was Norma "Duffy" Lyon. Before 

becoming the "Butter Cow Lady," she earned a degree in animal science from the University of Iowa. She then married a dairy 

farmer. Lyon's heart was in farming, so her promotion of it made sense. Lyon was the first woman butter sculptor in the history 

of the fair. No one has held the job longer than her. Lyon's international fame resulted in newspaper, magazine cover, and talk 

show appearances.  



29. Which of the following can the reader infer from the passage?  

 

A. The Iowa State Fair is growing larger yearly. 

 

B. The Iowa State Fair only draws a small crowd. 

 

C. The butter artists are not paid for their work. 

 

D. The butter artists take their work seriously. 

 
 

 

How to Tell a Funny Joke 
by Tirzah Tyler 

 

Preparation 
     Telling jokes can come in very handy. When a person is nervous, telling a funny joke can lighten the mood. Sometimes, 

having at least one good joke ready to tell is a good idea. You can learn and retell funny jokes that you have heard. Or you can 

make up your own jokes, which is an even better idea. 

 

Step 1: When you are ready to tell your funny joke, make sure you have an audience. You will need at least one person who is 

ready to laugh. Make sure that telling a joke would be appropriate. There is a time and a place for everything. For example, 

telling a joke during class might be a bad idea. Waiting until recess or after school would be better. 

Step 2: Ask your audience's permission. Try something like, "Would you like to hear something funny?" After your audience 

says yes, then you can proceed. If your audience says no, then save your joke for another time. 

Step 3: Timing is very important. Tell your funny joke quickly enough to keep it funny, yet slowly enough for your audience to 

understand what you are saying. 

Step 4: Remember that different people have different ideas about what is funny. Your audience may laugh, or they may not 

think that your joke is funny. In which case, you may receive grave looks. If your audience does not understand your joke, 

explain your joke as politely as you can. No matter what happens, be courteous and respectful. 

Step 5: Be ready to tell another joke in case your audience asks for more. 

 

Conclusion 
     Jokes can be fun, and humor can help people relax. Having a good time is important. After all, laughter really is good 

medicine.  

30. Which of the following can cause a joke to fail?  

 

A. A person says the joke in front of an audience. 

 

B. A person says his or her joke too quickly. 

 

C. A person does not relax before telling a joke. 

 

D. A person does not make up an original joke. 

 


